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particularly to the young. Seward has sent to me a re-
quest to attend, and Dennison desires it. I have no desire
to go, but my family have, as well as my associates.

Current business at Department has accumulated, and
the day has been one of unceasing application. Did not
leave Department until after five o'clock. McCulloch's
name was sent in to-day for the Treasury. I fear he
wants political knowledge and experience, though as a
financier he may not be unequal to the position; but will
not prejudge him. He has been a successful banker, and
that seems to have furnished the argument for his appoint-
ment. It by no means follows, however, that a successful
banker, good at business details and accumulating inter-
est, is able to strike out and establish the policy of the na-
tion in regard to its currency and finance. He may have
these essential financial qualities, but I do not think they
entered into the considerations which led to his selection.

March 7, Tuesday. The meeting at the Cabinet was in-
teresting, the topics miscellaneous. Vice-President John-
son's infirmity was mentioned. Seward's tone and opin-
ions were much changed since Saturday. He seems to have
given up Johnson now, but no one appears to have been
aware of any failing. I trust and am inclined to believe
it a temporary ailment, which may, if rightly treated, be
overcome.

Chief Justice Chase spent an hour with the President
last evening, and is urging upon him to exempt sundry
counties in eastern Virginia from the insurrectionary
proclamation. He did not make his object explicit to the
President, but most of the Cabinet came, I think, to the
conclusion that there was an ulterior purpose not fully
disclosed.

It is obvious that Chase has his aspirations stimulated.
This movement he considers adroit. By withdrawing
military authority and restoring civil jurisdiction he ac-
complishes sundry purposes. It will strike a blow at State